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MAGISTRATE COURT JUDICIAL ETHICS QUIZ

Georgia Code of Judicial Conduct
Magistrate Court Candidate Quiz
September 2026
The purpose of the quiz is only to ensure that the candidates familiarize themselves with the Code of Judicial Conduct and the ethical requirements for holding judicial office.  Questions 1–7 are multiple choice (highlight or circle answer) and questions 8–10 call for a short (one to two sentence) written answer. Please type the written answers or submit on a separate page. 

Part I — Multiple Choice
1. A sitting judge who is not on any ballot is asked to record a video publicly endorsing a friend running for public office. Under the Code, the judge may:
a. Record the endorsement, so long as it is done off the courthouse premises.
b. Record the endorsement, provided the judge does not use the judicial title.
c. Not publicly endorse another candidate for public office.
d. Record the endorsement only if the friend is running unopposed.


2. During a contested campaign, a judicial candidate wants to tell a bar-association forum how she would rule on a category of cases likely to come before the court. Under the Code, she:
a. May do so, because campaign speech is fully protected.
b. Shall not make statements or promises that commit her on issues likely to come before the court in a way inconsistent with impartial performance of adjudicative duties.
c. May do so only if her opponent has already done so.
d. May do so only in writing, not orally.


3. A judge learns that a lawyer appearing before him is his first cousin (within the third degree of relationship). Under the Code, the judge:
a. Must disqualify himself from the proceeding.
b. May remain on the case if he believes he can be fair.
c. Need only disclose the relationship and proceed.
d. Must disqualify only if a party objects.


4. A judge presiding over a civil dispute researches one of the parties on social media at home to better understand the background. This conduct:
a. Is permitted, because the information is publicly available.
b. Is permitted if the judge discloses it later.
c. Violates the prohibition on independently investigating facts, including facts derived from internet and social network communications.
d. Is permitted so long as the judge does not "friend" the party.


5. A judge is asked to comment on the strength of the prosecution's case in a criminal trial the judge is currently presiding over. Under the Code, the judge should:
a. Give a candid assessment to promote transparency.
b. Decline, because a judge shall not make public comment on a pending proceeding that might reasonably be expected to affect its outcome or impair its fairness.
c. Comment only about the defense's case, not the prosecution's.
d. Comment freely because the trial is public.


6. A judge is asked by a local business to write a letter, on judicial letterhead, vouching for the owner's character to help the business secure a bank loan. Under the Code, the judge:
a. May do so as a courtesy to a community member.
b. May do so if the judge genuinely knows the owner well.
c. Shall not lend the prestige of the judicial office to advance the private interests of the judge or others.
d. May do so if the letter does not mention any pending case.


7. A lawyer who frequently appears before a judge offers the judge a $250 set of golf clubs as a birthday gift. Under the Code, the judge should recognize that a gift must be refused if:
a. It is worth more than $50.
b. Its acceptance is prohibited by law, or would appear to a reasonable person to undermine the judge's independence, integrity, or impartiality.
c. The lawyer has a case currently under advisement.
d. The gift is given in person rather than by mail.




Part II — Short Answer
8. During a hearing, a lawyer repeatedly makes demeaning remarks about a witness based on the witness's national origin. Setting aside the judge's own duty to remain free of bias, what obligation does the Code impose on the judge with respect to the lawyer's conduct, and what is the limit on that obligation when such a characteristic is genuinely an issue in the case?


9. In your own words, define what the Code means by "integrity," and explain what conduct falls within the Code's definition of "impropriety."


10.  A judge receives an email from one party's lawyer, sent without copying opposing counsel, arguing the merits of a pending motion. Identify the general rule the Code applies to this communication and describe what the judge should do upon receiving it.
